
Rep. Driehaus Reiterates Support for Joint Strike Fighter Competitive Engine
Tuesday, 25 May 2010 13:36

                 REPRESENTATIVE DRIEHAUS REITERATES SUPPORT FOR JOINT STRIKE
FIGHTER COMPETITIVE ENGINE   
  
                 
  
  WASHINGTON, DC—Representative Steve Driehaus today reiterated his support for the Joint
Strike Fighter Competitive Engine Program.  In a speech on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives, Rep. Driehaus underscored the proven benefits of competitive procurement,
including reduced costs to taxpayers and improved quality of equipment for the armed forces.
 
    “If we’re serious about reducing spending, we should be promoting competition among
government contractors, not stifling it,” said Rep. Driehaus. “We know from experience that a
competitive engine program for our military aircraft drives down long-term costs and leads to a
more reliable product for our armed forces.  That’s why competitive procurement has long been
the policy of the federal government, and that’s why we need a competitive engine program for
the Joint Strike Fighter.”   
    Representative Driehaus has led the fight to keep the Joint Strike Fighter Competitive
Engine Program in place, working to secure $465 million for the program in FY 2010.   
    A full transcript of Rep. Driehaus’s remarks follows.  
    “Mr. Speaker, if we’re serious about reducing spending, we should be promoting competition
among government contractors, not stifling it.   
    We know from experience that a competitive engine program for our military aircraft drives
down long-term costs and leads to a more reliable product for our armed forces.  That’s why
competitive procurement has long been the policy of the federal government, and that’s why we
need a competitive engine program for the Joint Strike Fighter.   
    But the primary contractor responsible for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter engine doesn’t want
to play by the rules.  They want to be declared the winner of the race while all the contestants
are still at the starting line.   
    The development of a competitive engine is 75 percent complete and is expected to be
available to the military five years ahead of initial projections. The competitive contractor has
twice offered a fixed price to complete this project, ensuring production won’t be burdened with
cost overruns .  
    I urge all my colleagues to do what’s responsible to taxpayers and responsible to our men
and women in uniform: support the Joint Strike Fighter Competitive Engine Program.”   
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